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Travel/Larkbeare Grange

WMN-£01-53 WESTERN MORNING NEWS SATURDAY JULY 30 2011 WESTCOUNTRY LIFE 21

A weekend break with a friendly welcome...
even the sheep look like they3re smiling

Food is on the menu
for Su Carroll on
a short break in

East Devon

1t3s always nice to take a short break
away from the normal routine and |
could feel myself relax as we pulled
into the drive of Charlie and Julie
Hutchings3 home just outside Exeter.

Aswe arrived, Charlie was busying
himself cutting the grass verge and
Julia was on her way back from the
shops.

When she arrived, the kettle was
put on and within minutes we were
enjoying an afternoon tea with home-
baked scones, delicious jam and a
dish of Devon cream.

1t3s nice to spend the weekend with
friends... except Juliaand Charlie are
complete strangers welve only just
met and this elegant but cosy country
home is Larkbeare Grange, an up-
market B&B.

Bed and Breakfast establishments
have certainly come a long way in
recent years. Larkbeare Grange is
one of the new breed that make you
feel more as if you are with friends
than a paying guest.

Only five minutes from the A30, yet
deep in countryside, this beautiful
country house has four luxurious
bedrooms with en suite bathrooms.
Egyptian cotton linen is used
throughout and there are Molton
Brown products.

You have free rein to wander
through the house and grounds. Sitin
the beautiful drawing room and read,
take tea in the garden or walk down
towards the orchard past the sheep
(and | swear even they were smil-
ing).

If you want to explore further
afield, Charlie and Julia have two
bicycles which are available free for
guests.

Larkbeare Grange isnit just a busi-
ness for the Hutchings family (daugh-
ter Joanna often helps out, studies
permitting). It3s a way of life . and
their own experiences, concerns and
passions are all part of the mix.

What they bring to Larkbeare is
experience. Charlie worked for the
Savoy Group, The Halkin and St
James3s Club in London and Julia
spent many years working in Hong
Kong and America and has brought a
wealth of ideas from her travels.

They wanted to offer guests some of
the little touches that make a stay so
enjoyable. So you wonst find any ir-
ritating notices around the house
telling you what you can and canit do.
Yousdre made to feel at home.

When it comes to the things that
concern them, the environment is
way up there. They are members of
the Green Tourism Business Scheme
with a gold award.

They even generate their own day-
time electricity with photovoltaic
solar panels and treat sewage
without chemicals, using their own
Bio-system to clean waste water.
(Ladies, try not to mention it to the
man in your life. My husband was

One of the welcoming suites at Larkbeare Grange with its Egyptian cotton sheets and interesting furniture

fascinated to the point of being bor-
derline boring.)

And the passions? It has to be food.
Charlie and Julia produce the most
delicious breakfasts, cooked on the
Aga and served in their lovely dining
room.

They make their own bread and a
lot of preserves and buy all local
produce from farmers and growers.

And they are happy to recommend
places to eat, dropping diners at the
Jack in the Green just four miles
away where the food, produced by
chef Matt Mason and his team, is
simply magnificent.

Little wonder that they were voted

52nd in the UK3s top 100 restaurants
in The National Restaurant Awards.

They promote the local message
with their Totally Devon menu
which, at 25 for three courses, is
terrific value.

The faultless and friendly service
and the terrific flavours were the
topic of conversation with our fellow
guests over breakfast at Larkbeare
the following morning. They would
be heading for the Jack in the Green
that night.

Swapping recommendations, after
breakfast we headed for the market
town of Honiton for some browsing of
the antiques shops it is famous for,

remembering by now what it is you
used to do before children came
along!

More fantastic food at The Holt,
run by the McCaigs . the family
behind Otter Brewery They know
what theylre doing here when it
comes to food, smoking their own
meats, producing fabulous pickles
and returning traditional dishes to
the menu. Ham hock, anyone?

It just goes to prove that people will
be prepared to travel to eat if the food
makes it worth the journey.

The only fault with Jack in the
Green and The Holt? Theysre not
close enough to my own home.

Charlie and Julia Hutchings in the kitchen

THE FACTS

A suite at Larkbeare Grange will cost from
150 to 175, doubles from 98. Rates are
per room per night and include English
breakfast. Visit www.larkbeare.net or call
01404 822 069.
The Jack In The Green Inn is at Rockbeare,
near Exeter. Call 01404 822240 or visit
www.jackinthegreen.uk.com. The Totally
Devon is 25 for three courses.
The Holt is at 178 High Street, Honiton
(01404 47707). Chef Angus McCaig is
holding one of his brilliant courses on
smoking and curing foods from 5pm on
August 10, with a demonstration, drink on
arrival and samples to taste. Tickets 25.

Larkbeare Grange . the perfect spot to take afternoon tea in the garden (above). Eat out at the Jack in the Green (below) or The Holt, Honiton (centre)
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Lunch at The Holt with home-cured meats
(left) and dinner at the Jack in the Green
(above and right)

Rural
Getaways

vPlenty of space, plenty to do, great
locations and great value for money.
This weeks3s selection features
camping and caravanning sites with
spacious kitchens, top-quality bath
and shower facilities, all weather
pitches and many on-site activities.
So think local3 and wake up to the
sound of birdsong in a beautiful
country location, but never far from
the coast.

Wooda Farm Park (pictured)
Spectacular, well-located, AA five
star Premier Park overlooking Bude
Bay, North Cornwall. Excellent
facilities, including restaurant and
bar. David Bellamy gold award for
conservation. Pitches from 12- 29
per night.

Woodlands Grove
Award-winning caravan and
camping park nestling in tranquil
Devon countryside, five miles from
Dartmouth, South Devon. Spacious
pitches and immaculate facilities
including family bathrooms,
showers and laundrette. Free entry
to adventure park if staying two
nights or more. Prices from 13.50
per night for two people. Special
discounts for couples Sun-Thurs.

Carnevas Farm
Relaxing, four-star family-run
holiday park near Padstow, North
Cornwall. Good on-site facilities
including shop and bar serving
meals and beverages. Price 7- 13
per night for car, tent and two
adults.

Halse Farm Caravan

and Tent Park

Tranquil, four-star camping with
stunning views on working farm in
heart of Exmoor National Par.
Heated toilet block, free hot
showers, laundrette and baby room.
Moorland and riverside walks from
the farm. Electric hook ups. Prices
from 14 per night for two.

Wooda Farm Park
Spectacular, well-located, AA five
star Premier Park overlooking Bude
Bay, North Cornwall. Excellent
facilities, including restaurant and
bar. David Bellamy gold award for
conservation. Pitches from 12- 29
per night.

Galford Springs
Exclusive group holidays on 300
acre farm near Lewdown, Devon.
Sleeps up to 16 people. Dogs
welcome. Bedding supplied .
separate kitchen and bathroom.
Suitable for all ages. Sky TV and
giant plasma screen. Price 14 per
person per night.

Trevean Farm
Small and friendly four-star family
run caravan and camping park close
to several sandy beaches near
Padstow, Cornwall. AA 3 pennants.
Ideally situated for surfing, cycling,
horse riding and the coast path. Pets
allowed on tent and tourer pitches.
Price 8- 12 per pitch per night.

For more short break ideas visit
www.cartwheelholidays.co.uk.
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